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Herbert Hoover Rapidan Community School on Rapidan Road March 3, 1930
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* Ta. 77 e
.Mrs. Hooyex 3tte.ndls the last day of school at Dark Hollow. She is seen in the school room with
pupils and Miss Christine Vest, teacher of the little mountain school which was sponsored by Presi-
) '_dent Hoover. & Associnted Press Photo.
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v PROTEGES AND NEIGHEORS OF THE

RIDGE MOUNTAIN FAMILY,

“Whose Children Will Benefit by the Plan Which Mr. Hoover Has Initiated to

THE WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS: MONDAY, SEPTEM}%’IZ‘R g

Hoover Helps Get School

-~ r

It never was much of a2 gchool house, but it was better than none.
Now this dilapidated educational inmstitution in the mountains near
President Hoover's summer camp in Virginia has been abandoned
and children in the vicinity have to walk from seven fo fen miles
for instruction in the three R’s. But there’ll be a new school building
soon on the site of the one shown above, and the President himseif
is headiny a commiltee to raise funds for its construction.

Provide a New
School Building
Near His Sum-
mer Camp. They
Are Mr. and
Mrs. K. B.
Weakley, With
Their Sons,
Jimmie and
Nathan.

(Times Wide
World Photos,
Washington
Buresu.)
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lyg_oo.\;ER NOT THE ONLY ONE

‘Another I;’rcéid]ent, Jackson, Owied

Property in the Shenandoah
LURAY, Va-—Preideht Hoover “lsn't
the first President tc own land in ihe
Shenadoah National Park which will
become property of the United States.

According to a bit of history made
public by a perual of the coust Teo-
ords in Rappahannock County, Andrew
Jackson,~ “Old Hickory,” 'was part
owner of a tract.of jand with his uncle,
i RiChérd Jeckson, who, with the Presi-
denf's father; tame to this country
‘from - Ulster County, Ireland. . nE

Richéfd  Jackson, who was & mems-
her of th Virginia. Mifitla fro-m Cul-
peper County, ‘bslieved. to -have besén
“the famous “Culpsper-Rifles,” built the
place now known-4s the Braxton East-.
hdm  place, then ' called “Varlety -of
- Roges.” R E R

Avcording to ‘nistery, ‘Richard-Jack-
|son had such great admiratlon for: Gen.
IWashington,- whom he foughit under,
that he founded the village of “Wash-
ington,” now thé -county seat 0l Rap--
wahannack. -0 - s
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i ; “he%as ta'sing to these two dis-.
Ingu!shed: d1v1d.uats and receive ap-

T'plgus

also, 'wante
an- who Had ‘defe

i and a lot more hap- |’
o pefied’ to Ray- on'his Visit 1o the camp.
t ;H frankly, admit.ted during: hils  visit |’
had thol "heap abouf Mr.
'Houver and. w

sgrta glad he was|
5 elected . atthouk =85 he’ explained, !

nmporar:.r member of' ‘the: PYe
noing. party, of; th&h he was: to

Lhat “he - was; 40 2
¢ of the Predidents ¥

some of the mountain folk were for

Al Bmith

P OMy- paw wag stch a bum guesser

he had to climb & tall hickory tree after

* the election;'” Ray told the group about:
him, which intluded the President and

: Mrs Hoover. He mnever cracked &

The Presldent made it .obvious that

o1 Ye was interested In the lad and called'

“ = the boy aside #nd they talked together’

" quite awhile, The President sai in a

camp chalr during this confah, while

Ray stood lesning agalnst a tree. He

sald he had hed no schooling ang that

the six brothers and sisters, the oldest

of whom was about 16, never had any

schooling, He said he had never heard

. of his father being able to read or write

or his “maw” either. He seemed proud.

to say, however, that his father was a;

smart -man: that he knew his religion

and that he did lots of . preaching
around-the-moumtalns,

Rey-.provoked = . loud laugh from
these standing around when he seld he
‘Had never heard of Lindbergh.  The
flying  coloneal - hlmse]t was greatiy

amused, at-this 7 - . !
"Knom Hlli Billy Songx.

When asked by one 0f the members
of the party i he knew any of the Hill

"that he knew them al,

wiﬁhaut eid nf musital ucumpaniment

'he started singlng "I Will Meet You
.. Up There in the Morning.”. The, words
and musle of tils song suggested to
those in the party that It was & hymn
of ‘the-mauntain’ péople, but Rey in-
slsted it was’ a&g of the popular airs,
Before, hedeparled the -President gave
Li iy seversl of the little noveltles that
had Hzured in his. birthday celebration
the night “before. " These represented
' mestly. pﬁzzles and knickknacks. The
possimt whichhe brgught to the camp
was In A soap- bod with one:side open g
hicken . wire, - The.
lett in flge  camp. by|zh
the Presider < he returned-. to
| Washington “afid . indications. are that
it will becorie the camp pet: and that:
3% will e laft permanéntly-at-the camp
i instead of hélﬁg brought to the White

t.to'the damp, i understood'

due- fo previous: dalks he

OQVer,. Lawrence

of Tl 'Pres!dent,.s SeEre~

il iourna,lisl: and:

3 Comdr cJoel =T,
W]

e

1
: and povered with .

: Httle animal was,

cHis. one
tarless ‘Mé,l‘
i, auther; _an

: Vrrgm;a Village Has Glean- up
Day in Ant:c:pat:on of
‘ Satﬂrday CaI!

- Br bhe Assec[n.te

prospeeb af enterta.ining
) est -ag the‘Presi-

) sput ’Wiﬁh[n -{ts-confines--for- his: fishing
',‘cltizens 6f->-the =county. . -invited: - Mr,

! ot nﬂ:en 15 it tho goad fortune 01 a
smaH - Virginia . village. t6. play - host . to
! such - amn.- Imporiant personage, -
1 has - been,-much.- frantic. - searchmg of
jprecedents atiti seeking of “advice;  Tlie
| members:of the’ community- are unani-
mous i {heir anxiety. ahd.detérmina-
-tion s that: the .Chief “Fxecutive be Te-
ceived in true -presidentia—l fashion, with
‘el thé customs and stadifions ‘assocl
‘ated with & premdentlal v1s1t ‘.ftz]ly ob—
served.u “

'- Viilage S’f.irre&

Today-an unustal-stir of e.cbwity Te-
plaéed the dccissiomed quiiet And sereni-
'ty of:the vlllage From the number of
~farm., paopIe driving into town it might
"have been. * ‘court day” but for the fact

“that they were abtired in work-a-day’
‘overalls ‘instead of Sunday. bests and

- were :directed toward the county fair
gmunds on the edge of fown.

Rakes and- shovels,
" saws were ready there for willing hands.
The: debrls” from the last coundy . fair
and’ nlimerous plenic parties had 4o be
cleaned up, a speakers’ stand built and
an egrpate gateway constructed a$ the
‘enfradce. In addition, the roadway
over which the presidential party will
pass - after enfering the grounds had to
be graveled and smoothed over gen-
erally. The day was designated “Clean-~
up day.”

The workers had been reecruited by
‘members of tha Madison County Cham-
"bher ‘of Comimerce, who have heen tour-
ing the county for days, not only for
: “this particular Purpo%e, but as well to
[ " solielt -moeney for NeCessAry ' BXpPenses

- ‘and 1o gather calves and pigs for the
‘'big barbecue that Is fo-follow the cere-
monies, More than 5,000 people are
-expected, and the traditions of South-
‘erit hospitdlity would ‘not be  fulfilled

- Thare,

hammers and ;

l

esiring to"tell Him sa, the |

a them a msib next Satur«.f

Bﬂly/songs the boy indignantiy repHed!. .
whereupon, |

Madison Oitisrens I“repare T ;

Word hay beeri redeived at the Whlteg
Houge That- there has been activity on:

unleés there was food enough fof all.
N Plans Complete.

Plans  for -“the President’s reception
have -been worked over ‘and over and
are, now, -complete,” A detail of State

+

the pait of thé cilizens of - Madison| metor-cysle police will meect Bim at the
Court, Heuse and: vicinity, where th!?j fown limits and escort him to the fzir
President (is. to be entertained In &) prounds, ‘A field artillery plece hag
farhion expressive of the, sppreciation’ heen ‘obtained with which to:fire the
of -the peopls of -Madizon County. Va..; presidentlal salute of -21 guns, and 2
of his establishing. the Summer White band. will be on hand to strike up at
House in that sectlon. : the appropriate moment-the tune that
From alli accounts- this celebration is . tells -of .a . President's coming, “Hsail to
to be ¢ne of the blggest things in the {he Chief” In addltion, the famous
Tistory of Madldon County,. and is ex- Richmond Blues will be there 1o act as
pecbed,to draw many thousands of pér- s goard of honor.. .
rom. sm'parts of the State. The - My Hoover plans 10 go to his ﬂshing
iestt ties are “to” Be. held ,at- the Maﬁinpregeﬁe - fha” nee,rby Blue Ridge
ibn  Coupty  falr grounds.’. Gov..Byrd:Mounta n- Friday “and)“motor - to
and. other “prominent “offidials -of the\Madiso‘n Tor the ceremtonles: on Satur-
Old Dominlon will be present. Repre- :
ngresslonal distFict which em-

sentative “Garber, “In whose district
braces Ma&ison will intrnduce Gov.
¥ Byrd,: :

Meadison: 15 h:mated will be the nisster
of ceremonles. - Gay. Byrd wil make
the speeeh,’ expt-essing the ‘appreciation,
of Madison County, and  President .
i Hoover . will’ réspond.  The’ ceremonties!
| ave schedu‘led to-begin &t 11 o'clock injti
t-he morning on next Saturday, andafter p
| &l houror-se.of .oratory. and gay- music|a-
iljm[shad ‘}:y the  Marine Band from an

h wever.mll:make
{1¥ be the: bathette
ilt “he'. filled

Quan {eo: Vi tthere will be field ‘sports ritests and -a
iapd  other  amusements,”. includmg Horseghoe-pitching. toumament“ Plans
ko tehinp and K ‘Barkecus:” | for: anotbery e .heen




/w"
o ij f&i«&wj/ '“’“%'p}"}’" Cra b z:';fa:gws, ot T 8 ﬂ? ¢
L Czﬂf’ N = 2 ] Cﬁ{i /Zh:}f} W g‘;{ﬂ. hrj.,,j thaetp 5{1—“‘6":")

-

T Ogm&/am 3

W“‘EMJ‘( . ?}"W \j’:,ﬁféj{ A5

S Wordt UEE‘D-‘()M WJA% Wﬁu)

A - . .
- f s > "
di! .j o »;,,Qik . _sz_ Kb A g gt periy
Ot M et - : {

&/‘/«" A (?1(«& A 3oy :{M :







Mrs. Hoover Breaksl
Precedent Driving '
Cut in Her Auto

First Time Wife of aPresi-
dent Has Operated Car
While in White House

BY T. RUSSELL YOUNG. |

Another White House precedent was:
established today when Mrs, Hoover took
three house guests for an automobile
ride in her privately owned car and &id

‘the driving herself. Neither a secret

J‘service man nor a chauffeur accom-
i panied the party.
¢ During the irip the distinguished
driver suffered a fate often befalling
‘ less notable pilots, when the male oceu-
pant of another car “stole” the right-
of-way. -
Uses Her Private Car.

Mr. and Mrs, Hoover recently added
two of their own automobiles to the
official White House cars, the explana-

tion ab the time being that they would
ke to go automobiling at certain times
when they would attract as little ntten-
tion as possible, and they believed that
cars without the White House emblems
and displaying numbers on their tags
of denominations such as any ordinary
citizen uses would answer this purpose.
Meither of these cars had been used un-
til Mrs. Hoover tock hers oub today.

With her on the ride were Mrs,
Adolph Ochs, Mrs. Bdgar Ricaid a2nd
Miss Ricard of New York, who are visit-
ing ab the White House. They had not
seen the cherry biessoms in Poleommac
Park at close view, so Mrs. Hoover hit
upon the idea of killing two birds with
one stone—gratifying the wish of her
guests by taking them to see the blos-
.soms and irying out her new car.

The party entersd the car, a large
imousine, from the rear portico of the
White House shorily after § o'clock.
The departmental rush was about over
at the time, but she had not gone far
before she found herself in & jam., It
was not a serious one and she soon ex-
tricated hersell and was speeding along
in a happy fashicn.

A- Bit Impatient.

She remained calm during this little
jam, but not wholty patient. She tooted
her horn a5 automobilists do when they
think they have walted long enough and
the ungallant man in the car who, ac-
! cording to all the rules of aistemobile
: etiguette should have given the right
i of way to Mrs. Haover's car and ihose
"lined up behind her, waved her back:
with his hand as she cautiousty started
to edge her way through, From good
| judgment rather than from preference
I'she rellnguished her claim $o the right |
of way and waited until another oppor-
tunity presented itself, She did not
have fo walf long. . !

This is sald to be the first time that
! a Pirst Lady hias driven a car in Wash-
ington while living. at the White House, |
I but those who know Mrs. Boover weHg
‘sgy that she will be seen Irequently:
from now on at the wheel. :
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Hoover Walks in Mud to Visit Rapidan School;
Motors Back to Capital in a Driving Rain

v WASHINGTON, April 6.—Refreshed
by the first week-end . visit- he has
made this year to his Rapidan camp
in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Vir-
ginia, Presgident Hoover motored
back to Washington through a driv-
ing rainstorm this afternoon, reach-
ing the White House at 5:30 o'clock.
With him weré Secretary of Com-
merce Lamont, Secretary of the In-
terior Wilbur, Aftorney GCeneral
Mitchell, Representative TFranklin
Fort of New Jersey, Captlain Joel T.
Boone, U. 8. N, and Lawrence
Richey, all of whom had been Mr.
Hoover’s guests on the trout fish-
ing trip, which began Friday after-
noon.

The half day that the President
spent today on the Rapidan before
leaving for Washington was a quiet
one, the sole incident cut of the or-
dinary being & vigit to the mountain
school he built. last’” Winter, This
morning he and his guests went in
a light station wagon over the rain-
soaked road to tie vicinity of the
school house. Three hundred yards
from the building.they were forced
to leave the wagon and walk the rest
of (!i;he distance through the heavy
‘mud, R

Miss Christine Vest, tbe school's
teacher, had just concluded a Sunday

Special to TTe New York Times.

school service when. the President
arrived, and a number of the pupils
were still there. Mr. Hoover, who
had never seen the school, inspected
the structure and its facilities, and

plied Miss Vest 'with a number of -

guestions concerning the progress of
her pupils. XHe was much pleased to
hear her say the mouniain boys and
girls were eager for ‘‘schocling,’” as
they express it.

Mr. Hoover never fishes on Sunday
and his rod and reei were laid aside
today. The President’'s juck yester-
day, however, when he caught the
Virginia legal limit of twenty brook
trout, seemed suffidient satisfaction

for one week-end. In fact, the out-
ing was said to be. such a success
that Mr. Hoover wishes to rdépeat it
if possibie at the end of the present
week. If unforeseen developments
do not prevent, the Paesident will go
offten to the Rapidan camp to enjoy
his favorite spart of fishing.

A fire was necessary in camp this
morning, the heautiful skies of ves-
terday having been blotied out by
low-hanging, leaden clouds, from
which a chilly rain fell refientlessly.

On the motor trip back io Wash.
ingtan this afterncon Mr. Hoover
passed over several stretches of pad
road on which three auismobiles had
been wrecked during the day.
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State omninsion

WILLIAM E. CARSON, CHAIRMAN, RIVKRTON
COLER!AN WORTHAM, VicE CHAIRMAN, RICHHOND
JUNIUS P, FISHBURN, ROANOKE

E. GRIFFITH DODSON, Norrowx

RUFUS ROBERTS, CuL.rerER

THOMAS L. FARRAR, CHAnLOTTRSVILLE

LEE LONG, Dantr

ELMER O. FIPPIN,
EXECUTIVE BECRETARY AND TREKASURER

Hon. Lawrence Richey
Washington, D. C.

My dear Richey:

uJ 1. QAiAvav
o Qongeruation and Developwent —
RICHMOND VA. i

¥

BUREAUS OF THE COMMISSION

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

WATER RESOURCES AND POWERR
FOREST SERYICE

PARKS

ANRCHAEOLOGY AND HIgTORY
STATE PUBLICITY

PHORE RANDOLPH 3755

Riverton, Virginia 7
April 2, 1930
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I am enclesing you =2 letter that I received from
Raymond v, Long, Supervisor of School Bulldings of the State

of Virginia,

¥Mr. Long was making a final report to me on the
bulilding of the President's Community School,

and I have been .

g0 mach siruck by the fact that all the work that was done on
the building was by local talent that it ocecurred to me this
might interest the Preslident and Mrs, Hoover; and there has
been racing through my mind ever since I read this letter the
posglbllity of vocational training for the mountaineers.

We have guite a responsibility in teking over

the Park toward the people whose homes are there,

* them loose in the world,

as we turn
and from Long's experience it looks

as if with a little training these people could be fitted

for the competitive life
leave the mountains.

WEC:D
Encl.

that they must enter into when they

Yours truly,

Chairman



HERBERT HOOVER PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY
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In any direction you looked, there were dead Chestnut
trees that had lost their bark and most of their limbs, Their
grey color gave them an eerie ghost-like appearance, especially
on a foggy or rainy night, These dead trees also told the tale
of the loss of income the mountain families had depended upon
for so long, qu years, these trees had yielded many bushels
of nuts gﬁthered each fall and marketed for food, clothes and
shoes. The Chestnut blight had cut this income off in short
order, There the dead trees stood as a constant reminder of
better days,

From the front porch of the school in any direction,
there was & beautiful view -~ 0ld Rag Mountain to the ieft;
Fork Mountain to the right; Double Top, directly in front, In
between these mountains, lay the valley below, Always some
shade of blue, but never the same, any two days of all the years
I was there,

The school house was an oblong frame building, stained

brown and foundation of native stone, It contained a good-sized

school room, cloak room and wash room, The other half of the
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house was comfortable living quarters for the teacher, consist-
ing 6f an attractive living room with one of the most handsome
stone fireplaces I ever saw -- kitchen, bath, and bedroom on
first floor, a bedroom and storage room on second floor,

The school room was light, cheerful and floor covered
with linoleum, At first, the building was heated by chestnut
wood fires, This proved impossible as they ﬁould not keep fire
overnight and Miss Dyer, Ruth and I found our water pipes frozen
the first morning after going there, The second year, we used
hard coal which proved much more satisfactory and certainly less
trouble and far more comfortable,

If T went away for the week end in winter, it was nec-
essary to turn off the water, drain the water pipes, drain the
hot water tank, put salt in all drains and traps and in the
toilet bowl. 1In self defense, I became a plumber, could and did
crawl under the kitchen floor to thaw out water pipes more than
once,

In the living room, there was a good radio with a loud
speaker in the school room that could easily be plugged in, This
furnished many happy, profitable hours for old and young alike,
They liked music, especially hymns and sermons, The radio was

one of the greatest mysteries they encountered, I tried many
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times in my feeble way to explain its workings -~ to all it was
truly a "magic box",

On rainy days, the children asked to have it turned on
at the noon hour and the parents found it great entertainment
in the evenings. From these evening gatherings, I got my adult
night school pupils, The most faithful was Mr, George Burraker,
father of 9 children, He could read simple print but could not
write, read script, or read numbers. He loved using the black-
board and his first wish was to learn to write his own name,
Then, we added the other members of his family, When he had
learned to write them all, I asked him to write them on the
blackboard., He did so in a strong, bold script, When he had
finished, they covered the entire board, He stood back to admire
his work and turned to me in utter amazement, saying, "Indeed,
Miss Vest, I didn®t know there were so many in my family]"
He worked hard, learned well,.and soon was reading the Bible
with much understanding, It was his favorite reading and he in-
creased his preaching efforts, He learned to write simple
letters, address envelopes, etc. He worked long hours on writ-

ing numbers -- adding, subtracting, and simpie multiplication,
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We focused our attention on the arithmetic to be used at the
store where he did his buying, The use of the foot ruler, etc.
He took great satisfaction in following the addition of his
bills at the grocery store, He qualified to vote and was a
happy man to vote for Mr, Hoover in November, 1932,

When I learnea later these people were to ﬁove from
their mountain homes because of the Park, it gave me a very
special feeling of accomplishment to know I had helped this man
to be better able to take care of himself and his family when
he moved and had to adjust to a new and much more complex world.

Another very special pleasure was teaching my neighbor,
Aunt Fannie Weakley} to write her name. She was in her late
70"s and writing her name scemed to be all she desired, The
last time I saw her was in the spring of 1933 when I walked
over to say goodbye, There she sat on her front porch in the
warm spring sunshine practicing writing her name., She was
using a brown paper bag as writing paper and a wooden shingle
Lo support the paper. By her side, was another large paper bag,
cut into pages, each containing "Fannie Weakley” written over

and over until all the bag was covered, I understand until her
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death, she spent many hours writing her name with great satis-
faction and much pride,

The children were a unique group in many ways. Here they
were less thag 100 miles from our National Capitel and so
isolated that one entire family of six children of school age
had never attended school. Because of the long distance to be
walked each day, others had attended school only a few days each
school year, It remained to be seen if the President's school
could be made interesting enough for those who must walk up the
mountain would attend regularly. Many used a walking stick in
climbing and many were a little stooped as they bent forward
climbing.

They ranged in ages from 6 to 17, Like any other group
of children, they varied in native intelligence. Some were more
industrious and some more eager to learn,

From the very minute I knew I was to teach these children
of varied ages and experience, I stewed and fretted over what
my approach would be in starting the older children, I knew it
could not be the regular way I was to use for the young. For

the young, I would begin similar to amy 6 year old, I felt they
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7
were eager to learn, but how could I stimulate their interest
in the very essentials of learning? Then two days before school
began, I had the answer, Because I was to be so far from a
town and supplies, I carried in my possession a Sears-Roebuck
catalogue, I laid it on a table in the living room and like
lightening, two older girls helping me, began devouring its
pages. Reda Burraker asked: "How long will it take to learnm
how to write out an order to Sears?" I could not tell her
that, but I told myself here was my answer, 1 secured more
catalogues from people in Madison County and I was ready to
begin, The girls selected the dress they liked and we learned
the word DBESS., Later, the numbers made up the price, then to
write the word, and so we went until they could read and write
and knew their numbers, We branched out to other books and
later regular grade work, but always, if interest began to
wane, I produced the catalogue for inspiration,

The use of the catalogue was not limited to the girls,
Far the‘older boys, we began with pictures of shoes, tools, the

foot ruler, and prices to use in number work,



LOU HERRY HOOVER 2-6-78

I met Mreg, Hoover when I went to Washington for an interview to tesch the

- mountain schdol Mr. Hoover wes having built for the children near his cemp on the
Rapidan River, near Criglersville, Va. I was not accustomed to meeting such prominent
people. I am sure my heart beat extra fast as I took e taxi to the White House. The
Chief Usher greeted me saying Mrs. Hoover would see me soon and took me to the Rad Room.
Mrs. Hoover ceme down seeing frisnds off.-to Paleo Alte. The Chief Usher told her I was
there. She greeted me end immediately put me st ease and we went upsteirs to her
sitting room. She told me abouit the school the President was building - she asked

some questlons sbout my experience and I met other people who questioned me and told

me more about the school.

Two people at this time, Miss Susan Dyer end Miss Ruth Fesler (now Mrs. Robest
Lipmen) beceme my close and life long friends. Ruth Fesler Lipmen, Mrs. Hoover's
Secretary was a great help to me. Most of the correspondence concerning the school
was from her end the majority by phone or in person, Miss Dyer, & close personal
friend of Mrs. Hoover was a Stanford graduate - she and Mrs; Hoover hed worked to-
gether in Girl Scout work. If she were alive, she could tell us a great deal sbout
Mrs. Hoover.

Mrs. Hoover was always thinking of others., Busy ss she was in the White House
she did so many nice and wonderful things for me. I ste lunch at the White Houss
many times. They invited me to ons of the large reéoptions. I arrived early to dress
for the cccasion. Aftbr the reception, I went up to the second floor with the Hoovers
and had refreahmeﬁta with them and members of the Cabinet and their wives., I spent
the night, had breakfsst, did some shopping end returned to Camp. If I wes in
Washington shopping end I had more peckages than I could manage on the train, I took
them to the White House and they came up in the gtation wagon later. I recall one day
I bhad all sorts of packages etc., that I had bought at the ten cent store. I hailed a
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taxi and told the driver "White House plesmse. He looked st me and my peckeges end said
#lady, are you suret®. I told him yes but not to the front entrance. He gsemed releived
when I told the guard at the gate my name and he passed me through.

I cen't recsll =1l the many nice and thoughtful things Mrs. Hoover did for me when
she was at Cemp Repidan. Many times ] was invited to dinner and some times for lunch on
Saturday. The President and Mrs. Hoover were always interested in sll the thinge the
school children did. Wrs. Hoover kmew many of their nemes and where they lived., They
often inquired sbout my barber shopl (using & tree stump as a chair, I cut the boys hair
meny times). Once I found a wild flower I did'nt know end asked Mrs. Hoover if she knew
its némo. She wes not femilier with it end took it back to the White House end found the
names for me.

I recall heving lunch with the Hoovers & short time before the 1932 elsction.

Some people had been saying things about the President that were not true. PBefore the
President joined us, Mrs. Hoover asked me to tell the President enything amusing and
interesting that the school children hed said or were doing -~ I was happy to de so.
With Mrs. Hoover, Mr. Hoover came first. Anything she could do to lighten his load,
she did. She set a good example for any wifs to follow.

¥rs. Hoover knew mores sbout more things then any women I ever knew. She had been
many places and knew so much about each place. When they lived in China, she learned
the language - this fact wes much more impressive to me later. After I married we lived
in Peking, China, iwo years. I soon realized I was not going to get very far with the
lenguege but always admired her ability to le%fn Chinese.

Mrs. Hoover was beautiful; beautiful white hair, bright eyes and friendly smile.
She always looked lovely in anything she wore. I don't think her photographs ever did
her jusiice. I beceme very fond of her esnd always felt I was very fortunate, indeed,
to have known her. The mountain people loved her too. They liked having her stop to

chat when she was out riding horseback. The children would gather around to talk

without hesitation,




Mrus. Hoover had been invited to a horse show and she invited me to go with her and
the Daughter of a Palo Alto friend about my age. The show was at Fort Myer Army Base
in Virginia - we received much attention. Mras. Hoover liked to ride. At Camp, she rode
‘a big horse and he set the éace. I rode with her a few iimes and my horee, Princess, had
to walk fast to keep up. I did my riding after school hours.

Mrs. Hoover liked the wild flowers on the mountain and the lesurel bushes et Camp.
In the fall when the leaves were so bsautiful she would decorate Camp with branches of
coclored leaves. She kept all sorts of gemmes, puzzles, etc., for guests who did not cere
to ride horseback or hike through the woods. When nights were cold there were roering
fires in fireplaces. Conversations were always lively and interesting. PFood was good
and substential, especially if Mr. Hoover had been fishing.

The second year I waa there, Mrs. Hoover ssked if I liked flowers ~ I told her T did.
She had planis brought out ~ geraniums and scarlet sage. They got pleanty sunshine and
beautiful. Once when I went to Cemp for lunch, I took & beautiful bouquet of them and
Mrs. Hoover wes so pleased end seid Mr. Hoover liked red so much

I knew meny of the people living in Madison end Criglersville, Va., Mrs. Hoover
bought chests of drawers for Cemp from E, A, Clore & Sons (fine furniture since 1830)
near Madison. It had been family owned for all these years and still is. He made
baautiful early american furniture of cherry and walnut., In 1952 wy husbend and I went
to Madison and bought six ladder back dining room chaira. The present owner told us he
was sbout 12 years old remembered how much they admired Mrs. Hoover and how her buying
chests of drawers really made people interested and increased their business greatly.

Mrs. Hoover stopped other places when she was out driving around. People waved to
her as she passed by. She liked to drive over the country roads. There weres bssutiful
0ld homes and country churches and farm land with abundant crops which she enjoyed seeing.
My husbend was stationed in Washington 1954 - 1956 and 1960 ~ 1964, and we visited

Madison county ocoasionally and firends would often talk of Mrs. Hoover and say %she was

& fine women®.
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When the Hoovers rode horssback to select the plece to build their camp, they used

horses belonging to people in Origlersville. The young ledy who let Mrs. Hoover ride her
horse is stiil living and well remembers Mrs. Hoover and thaei special day.

People in Medison still recall ®Hoover Dey®. It was to welcome them to the county.
Hundreds were there, dinner for everyone. They racall how gracious end friendly Mrs.
Hoover was end what she said about the delicious food. Approximately one snd a half
years ago we visited friesnds in Syris, Va., and one elderly lady came to ses us.and
brought & rolled picture taken "Hoover Day". Another lady seid she saw Mrs. Hoover more
than once and thought she was a beautiful lady. I replied "Yes, she was a beautiful
lady in so many ways®.

Mra, Hoover was truly an uncommon woman, an unusual woman. She wes bright and used
her mind continually. I hed & feeling difficult tesks challenged her. I know in the
sarly deys when her sons were smell, she took them with her and they went everywhere
Mr. Hoover went. Many years later, I did the ssme with our two sons. There were times
it was'nt easy.

I don't think there is zny way of knowing how much Mrs. Hoover contributed to Mr.
Hooverts career. I doubit he could have told us how much. I know he did not have to
be concerned about things she did, especimslly when he was President. She helped

lighten his losd of work meny times snd meny ways. LJ§EBZ£AL441;’

Mrs. Lou K. wWitocofski 8
491% Morro Blvd.,
Portsmouth, Va. 23703

6 Fabruary, 1978.
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At the Madison County Fair in front of the Flower Barn (1931)

From left to right
Front Row:

Irwin Hurt, Myrtle Weakley, Myrtle Cave, Harold Buraker, Eva Mae
Buraker, Gratton Buraker, Alvin Meadows (holding hat), Lloyd Hurt
(holding hat)

Middle Row:

Burley Weakley (boy in tie), Bess Cave (in flowered dress), Celia Buraker,
Nathan Weakley (in V-neck sweater), James Weakley (in V-neck sweater),

Back Row:

Mr. Yowell (superintendent of Madison County Schools), Christine Vest
(teacher), Della Meadows, Pauline Buraker, Bealey Hurt, Rosa Hurt, Reda
Buraker, Ray Buraker (in suit coat and tie), Mr. George Buraker, Rueben
Cave






